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Abstract

A STUDY ON THE POLITICAL FUNCTION OF PHYSIOGNOMY
AND THE MECHANISM OF POWER LEGITIMATION IN THE
FiLm THE FACE READER —FOCUSING ON THE NARRATIVE
REPRESENTATION OF POWER AND DESIRE—

LEE, JIYOUNG (LEE, JI YOUNG),
SoN, SEOHOO(SON, SEO H00)

This study examines the relationship between power and desire in The
Face Reader (2013) through Machiavelli’s theory of political legitimation
and analyzes how physiognomy functions as a mechanism of political
authority in the historical context of the 1453 Gyeyu Jeongnan. Unlike
previous studies that have interpreted physiognomy in terms of determinism
or moral evaluation, this study reinterprets it as a form of visual propaganda
through which rulers transform usurpation into a mandate of Heaven
and justify the exclusion of political rivals.

Using The Prince as its theoretical framework and the Veritable Records
of the Joseon Dynasty as a historical reference, the study investigates the
relationship between political legitimacy, symbolic representation, and
power. The findings are as follows. First, physiognomy operates as visual
propaganda that legitimizes usurpation while concealing violence. Second,

the conflict between Grand Prince Suyang and Kim Jong-seo reflects a
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struggle over virtu, in which physiognomic signs function as instruments
of political exclusion. Third, Naegyeong’s tragedy is associated with fortuna,
representing political contingencies beyond human control.

This study reinterprets The Face Reader as a political text in which
Machiavellian conceptions of power intersect with the historical realities
of Joseon Korea and demonstrates how physiognomic signs contribute

to political legitimation and exclusion.

Key Words : Physiognomy, Power, Narrative Representation, Visual Propaganda,
Appropriation of Signs
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