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Abstract

A PREHISTORY OF THE CRIPPED CYBORG
-FocusiNG ON HAN KANG'S GREEK LESSONS

Im HyEMIN (Im, HYE MIN)

After the 2016 confrontation between AlphaGo and Lee Sedol, which
brought a great social shock, a posthuman trend had already formed in
the literary field. Since then, a current that intensely questions what it
means to be “human” has been strengthened through the so-called “SF
phenomenon.” In the Korean literary scene of the 2020s, various attempts
have been made to expand the category of the “human” by combining
the methodology of New Materialism with SF.However, compared to
categories such as women and queer identities, research on disability remains
relatively insufficient. This may stem from the rapid development of thought
on hybrid beings—primarily represented as “cyborgs” in SF—without
sufficient mediating perspectives. Donna Haraway, who strongly introduced
the cyborg into discourse, faced sharp criticism for instrumentalizing
disability as a metaphor, yet the literary field still actively invokes Haraway’s
cyborg. This may be precisely why discussions of the posthuman have
not progressed further from the perspective of disability.

Therefore, this paper attempts a critical, crip intervention into the cyborg
by employing Alison Kafer’s analytical framework of the “Cripped Cyborg,”

which actively incorporates social and political contexts into the process
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of thought. Through this, it secks to add the axis of disability to posthuman
discourse. In the process, it expands the concept of the “machine” that
is closely intertwined with humans and proposes a transgressive imagination
of the “Cripped Cyborg.” From this perspective, by analyzing Han Kang’s
Greek Lessons, which questions humanity through disabled characters,
it presents another reading that situates Han Kang within the context
of the 2020s by combining disability with the discussions that have

continued since 2016.

Key Words : Posthuman, Disability, Cripped Cyborg, Han Kang, Greek Lessons
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