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Abstract

THE CHANGING STATUS OF FOOD WASTE IN MODERN
KOREAN CITIES: EVIDENCE FROM NEWSPAPER ARTICLES,
1960s - 1990s

Hwane Evnin (Hwang, Eut JiN)

TThis study examines the news media reports in the 1960-90s and
focuses on the process by which food scraps, which originally had diverse
uses and meanings, came to be categorized as cultural and institutional
‘pollution’. Food waste, as a official waste category was established as an
officially recognized and separately managed waste category in the 1990s.
In ecarlier Korean society, food waste was not officially designated but
was perceived as a 'dirty and hazardous substance,” which was regarded
as requiring specialized management and control. This article highlights
that the social and cultural basis for recognizing this substance as 'official
waste' was already established prior to the infrastructural developments
in the 1990s.

Particularly, the discourse representing leftovers as pollution was
constructed in conjunction with two key elements. One is the modern
kitchen, a domestic space managed primarily by the housekeeper. This
area was reshaped continually by 'kitchen modernization' project, which
aimed to produce a hygienic and sterilized domestic area. In this discourse,

the housekeeper was encouraged to control food scraps through the
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application of various chemical agents. The other is the organic materiality
of food waste, characterized by its 'smell, moisture, and ease of
decomposition,' which continuously undermined attempts at 'scientific’
controls on food waste and demanded new methods of disposal. As a
result, food waste was redefined as potential pollution and a threat that
needed to be promptly removed, rather than the previous concepts of
leftovers' or 'fertilizer." This article explores the reasons behind food waste
being identified as a complex risk and traces the process that chemical
agents deployed to effectively deal with food waste amplified its 'risks'

in unpredictable ways.

Key Words : leftovers, food scraps, food waste, pollution, risk, kitchen modernization,

domestic hygiene, housewife
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