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Abstract

A CROSS-TEXTUAL APPROACH TO URBAN SPACE AND THE
LIFEWORLD IN THE KAEHWA PERIOD: MARKETS, STREETS,
AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY IN SOYU KYONMUN AND
KOREA AND HER NEIGHBORS

SiM MYOUNGJIOO (SmM, MYOUNG JOO)

This paper examines the lifeworld of urban space in Joseon during
the Enlightenment period as recorded in Yu Kil-chun's S6yu kyGnmun
(PR, 1895) and Isabella Bird Bishop's Korea and Her Neighbors
(1898), focusing on three axes: markets, streets, and commercial activity.
Although the two texts address the same time and place, they were written
from markedly different perspectives and frames of understanding, Where
Yu Kil-chun adopts a normative gaze that translates and assimilates the
institutional and spatial principles of Western civilization, Bishop writes
as an on-the-ground observer of Joseon, recording the complex realities
of urban life as she encountered them.

A close reading of the two texts reveals that the urban spaces of the
Enlightenment period possess a multi-layered character that cannot be
reduced to a linear narrative of modernization. In the domain of market
space, a clear gap exists between the modern commercial order that Yu
Kil-chun envisions and the co-existence of licensed shops (sijon) and

unlicensed street stalls (nanjon) that Bishop witnessed. In the domain
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of streetscapes, there is a striking contrast between the ideal of roads as
indices of civilization and a lived reality in which filth, noise, and vitality
coexist. In the domain of commercial agency, whereas Yu Kil-chun posits
an abstract merchant subject, Bishop's account foregrounds the lower classes
and itinerant peddlers (pobusan) as the actual agents who animate the
commercial landscape. This method of cross-reading the two texts is an
attempt to understand the lifeworld of Enlightenment-era urban life in
its multiple dimensions — as ideal and reality, insider and outsider, norm

and practice.

Key Words : Enlightenment era (Gachwagi), urban space, lifeworld, Seoyu Gyeonmun,
Korea and Her Neighbours, Yu Gil-jun, Isabella Bird Bishop
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