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Abstract

CREATION OF WHITE PORCELAIN MEMORIAL TABLET
FOR THE 1673 RELOCATION OF KING HYOJONG’S
TowmB: ITS SIGNIFICANCE FOR A NEW TRADITION IN
JOSEON-ERA STATE FUNERALS

SONG INHEE (SoNG, IN HEE)

This research aims to elucidate the significance of white porcelain
memorial tablets produced during the 1673 relocation of King Hyojong’s
(1619-1659) royal tomb by integrating essential details from the associated
royal protocol documentation called Uigwe. This collection of documents,
titled “Uigwe of the Office for the Relocation of King Hyojong’s
Yeongreung,” details the first creation of blue and white porcelain tablets
for state funeral epitaphs in the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910).

To highlight its importance, which has not been adequately recognized,
the study examined how the production system of these white porcelain
tablets fits into the overall state ritual framework, considering the gravity
of state funerals, reserved exclusively for kings, queens, crown princes,
and crown princesses, by analyzing documents concerning official
appointments and production outlines, alongside additional relevant
historical records. Furthermore, by gathering accounts from later Uigwes
of state funerals alongside pertinent historical texts, the study uncovered

the impact of the 1673 production on subsequent ceremonial traditions.
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The production from 1673 was revisited in the mid-18th century, leading
to white porcelain tablets becoming a new norm for state funeral epitaphs.
Consequently, blue and white porcelain emerged as a legitimate option
for memorial tablets in state funerals during the late 18th and 19th centuries,
amid choices presented between conventional stone and recently embraced
porcelain. This reflects a more flexible viewpoint on state funerals compared
to the earlier custom, which exclusively employed stone carvings for
epitaphs. Thus, the 1673 production holds significance as a trailblazing
initdative that encouraged this shift in perspective, laying the groundwork
for the rise of a new practice of employing white porcelain epitaphs for

state funerals in the late Joseon Dynasty.

Key Words : Uigwe, Royal Protocol, State Ritual, Royal Kiln, Official Kiln, Epitaph,
Ceramic Plaque, Blue and White Porcelain, White Porcelain in Underglaze Blue, Cobalt
Blue
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