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The problems conameted with preserviog works of historie,
sentioentel and artistic velue found in doren muat be solved
by the occupying foreca in terms of locel ccoditions and of
aveilable persoonel.

It vill imaediately be obvicus that the Horeens them-
selves (unlike thelr Jopenese conquerors) have no great interest
in or gnoulsdpe of the relios of their omn pest and, foF the
leat B5 years ot legat, the Jppaneae government has collected
and preserved such objecte and hes brought freah tremsuree to
Light through secientific excsvation. It i to be hoped, there-
fore, shat the existing set-up of Jupanese scholars and curétors
in Eorea oen be left unolsturbed, know the materiasl
thoroughly and moy be presumed to velue 1t more highly, Howewer,
gluge it is posaible that military and politicsl conditions
may uelie it impossible to preserve theae staffs, 1t will perhaps
be uecesgary to close the fev groat collections of soreen velu- .
ables snu %o place guards sbout the more importent examples of
snolent olassical erchitesture,

size the relative importence of the vorious sorts of ocultu
romains of different Eerlodﬂ ant me.e clear the high value which
loter generations vill plase on such objeqta ms vitnesses not
culy of a emall country somewhat removed from the rest of the
world, but es filling wide gaje in our wncerstending of the

mar & fameus cultures of Japan ano Chins,

ULSTURICAE JTHILDS
Period of the Three Kingdoma

Frou the firat century before Christ till the seventh
after Christ, the lorean peninsula ves divided between three
kingdoas Whose bounderies extended ot tines EBcrosa the Yalu
fiiver and even over the Lisotung peninaule, Lt timea a fourth
api even & fifth ingdow shered this ared with them. They
ineluded Chinese colonies from the lst. ceatury B.C. $111 the
drd, or 4th. contury A.D. who left their traces in the lhag
of potnery, locquer end well-gonstructed brick tombs with lively
peintings on their wells,

I% wné during this period end through the seventh
oentury that Koret vas the nein chennel through whieh Chinese
sulture floyed to Japén.

Zhe 51Ue Uynesty

In 668 a.D. ohe of thnr t y BILLA (Jiw,SHIRAGL),
gbgorbed the othar two and aow “I country from ifs
capitol &t [NONGIU {JAP. mmu tl.l.l 1ts overthros in 918,

38 5. TList of Monuments in Koreas (AE R, 1944)
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Abstract

THE CuLTURAL HERITAGE Poricy oF THE U.S. MILITARY
(GOVERNMENT IN KOREA: STATUS QUO Poricy, AMBIGUITY,
AND DuaL COLONIALITY

Kim HYUNJUNG(KIM, HYUN JUNG)

This study examines the policy orientation and structural characteristics
of the United States Army Military Government in Korea (USAMGIK)
regarding cultural heritage during the immediate post-liberation period.
While the opening of the National Museum in December 1945 and the
excavation of the Ho-U Tomb in 1946 were viewed by Koreans as symbols
of restored cultural sovereignty, they also served as political tools for the
USAMGIK to reinforce American hegemony in southern Korea. The
appointment of Kim Chaewon, a figure seen as aligned with U.S. interests,
and the retention of Japanese official Arimitsu Kyoichi under a policy
of administrative continuity illustrate this strategic intent. As a result,
American democratic ideals and Japanese colonial legacies became
structurally intertwined in the cultural heritage policy of the USAMGIK.

This Status quo policy approach was further evident in the government's
deferral of decisions on the legal status of former royal properties and
its tolerance of military use of heritage sites. Moreover, this stance was
ideologically reinforced by U.S. experts like Langdon Warner, who

advocated for continued Japanese oversight of Korean heritage based on
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a colonialist perception of Korean incapacity.

In conclusion, the USAMGIK’s cultural heritage policy was not driven
by a commitment to postcolonial reform, but operated within a framework
of "dual coloniality," where American cultural dominance and Japanese

colonial structures coexisted and mutually reinforced one another.

Key Words : National Museum of Korea, Status Quo Policy, Dual Colonial Legacy, Kim
Chewon, Arimitsu Kyoichi, Langdon Warner.
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