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Abstract

AWARENESS OF THE HIERARCHY OF THE MIDDLE CLASS IN
THE LATE JOSEON DYNASTY AND REORGANIZATION OF THE
AUTHORITY STRUCTURE OF CALLIGRAPHY AND PAINTING

KaNG YounyuN (KanG, You Hyun)

The middle class, which emerged as the hierarchical order was subdivided
in the late Joseon Dynasty, The upper class of the middle class found
their roots in gentry. And at the same time, they knew the practical
limitations. The middle class made a lot of effort to maintain their social
status exclusively and to enter gentry. Participating in the literary culture
that gentry enjoyed exclusively was the internalization of the conscious
structure of gentry and an act that could cross the line of the class in
the realm of taste.

In the field of literature, the middle class was evaluated by gentry and
gained a justification to participate in literary culture. Middle class writers
attempted to break down the line of the class by proving their talents
and morality in a way that Re-appropriative the grammar of gentry.
However, painting, which had strong material properties among the literary
cultures in which the middle class participated, was a hobby that had
the potential for economic power to play an important role than the class
in terms of collection and consumption. As the subject of creation and

consumption of painting was not determined by class, and as
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commercialization progressed, painting were created that was conscious
of the taste of collection and critics.

Until the 18th and early 19th centuries, the royal family and gentry
led the art world's discourse, and the middle class was a strong demand
for painting, but rather than forming independent hierarchical tastes, they
formed individual tastes by accepting existing discourses. However, at the
end of the 19th century, as the importance of diplomacy and the professional
experience performed by the middle class(interpreters) were emphasized,
the political and social capabilities of the middle class were given an
opportunity to grow more than before. This was also an opportunity for
the middle class to form independent tastes. Although the discourse of
the existing art world continued, the sense of the foreign painting style
established by the middle class by directly reporting and accepting them

from abroad emerged as a new trend for art world.

Key Words : middle class, hierarchy, fluidity, literary culture, painting
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