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Abstract

CHARACTERISTICS AND CONTEXT OF USE OF SMALL-SCALE
WHITE PORCELAIN BURIAL VESSELS ‘MYEONG-GI(fA%8)" FOR
THE ROYAL FAMILY IN THE LATE JOSEON DYNASTY

CHANG CHIYOUNG (CHANG, CHI YOUNG)

This study focuses on myeong-gi (P23, funerary vessels) used by the
Joseon royal court after the 18th century, comparing those excavated from
official kiln sites (gwan-yo) with those used in royal contexts to identify
changes in their form and patterns in the composition of vessel sets. It
then explores how the increased use of royal white porcelain myeong-gi
during the late Joseon period reflects shifts in the practice of Confucian
rituals and variations in the interpretation and reception of ritual norms.

To this end, the periods of production and stylistic development of
small white porcelain myeong-gi unearthed from the official Gwangju
kiln site were identified. These vessels were produced as early as the 1530s
and continued to be produced through the 19th century. Records like
the Hajae-Ilgi (FE5H50, “Diary of Hajae”) indicate that such vessels
continued to be custom-made in branch kilns into the early 20th century,
even after the official kilns had been privatized.

The major stylistic changes observed pertained to the shapes of the
vessels’ feet and whether fine sand or clay supports were used in firing.

Early examples from the 1530s were generally well-crafted, with refined
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forms and fine-sand firing. However, a noticeable shift can be observed
from the mid-17th century toward coarser and intentionally crude wares
until the 18th, when high-quality vessels with recessed foot rings and
fine-sand firing reappeared, indicating a change in the social status of
their users.

The contents of the royal tombs, one of the primary destinations for
gwan-yo wares, show strong correlations with official kiln products in both
their periods of production and their formal characteristics. Contrary to
earlier scholarship, which assumed that the use of small white porcelain
myeong-gi declined sharply in the 17th century and disappeared by the
18th century, this study finds that their use in fact increased — particularly
within royal contexts from the mid-18th century onward.

This trend is interpreted as a response to the increasing influence of
Zhu Xi’s Family Rituals (Garye, Zi&) under the political dominance of
the Western faction (i A), under which these norms were observed even
in royal ritual practices. In response, the court consciously adopted “ancient
rites” (gorye, #i8) to distinguish royal customs from those of the literati.
As a result, small white porcelain myeong-gi produced by official kilns
after the 18th century were predominantly produced for the tombs of

the kings and their close relatives.

Key Words : Joseon Dynasty/Royal funerary practices/ Myeong-gi (Pi2§)/Official kilns
(B2%)/White porcelain
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