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Abstract

SYMBOL OF DRINKING VESSEL FOR NATIONAL RITUALS
DURING THE JOSEON DYNASTY: JAK (&)

Koo HyEN (Koo, HYE IN)

This article analyzes the types, shapes, and meanings of the Jak (&)
used as drinking vessels in ritual ceremonies during the Joseon Dynasty.
First, the Joseon Dynasty's ritual drinking vessels were used in various
state ceremonies. Based on the national ritual books, The principle was
to make the same size and shape of the Jak made of alloyed copper and
use it for the ritual. In addidon, Buncheongsagi Jak and white porcelain
Jak were produced in place of the alloy copper Jak, and the same sculptural
elements of the alloy copper Jak were kept unchanged. This confirms
the importance of the shape of the Jak in Joseon rituals. Secondly, the
'Jak' used for mourning ceremonies was transferred to the Jongmyo at
the end of the funeral and transformed into the Jak of the Jongmyo
ceremony. The transformation of the funeral vessel into an ancestral shrine’s
vessel shows the continuous nature of the ritual process. The use of Jak'
in the ceremonial rituals, starting with the Banwu, and the change from
the cup to the Jak, indicates that the mourning funeral rituals were gradually
closer to the ancestral shrine's rituals through the small objects called Jak.
The Jak used in the royal wedding ceremony was a drinking vessel made

of gold for pouring alcohol into the ground by the crown prince while
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listening to the king's virtue speech. The golden Jak was listed in all
the national ritual books compiled from the early Joseon Dynasty to the
Korean Empire as part of Junjackdosul. On the other hand, Seojak, Seobae,
and Okjak, which were newly introduced in the late Joseon Dynasty,
were used as drinking vessels to pray for the long life of the king and
queen and to show the filial piety. In addition to this, there were also
instances of the use of jack in rituals to welcome guests, so Jak represented
the drinking vessel for state ceremonies in the Joseon Dynasty, and its

representation was strengthened towards the end of the Joseon Dynasty.

Key Words :Jak (&), Joseon, ritual vessel, drinking cup, ancestral shrine, banquet,

Funerals, abstinence from alcohol, filial piety



