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Abstract

Appreciation and Material Enjoyment of Seals

in the Late Joseon Dynasty

LEE DARAN (LEE, DA RAN)

This study examines how the material properties of seals, particularly
the color, luster, and patterns of seal stones, were appreciated among seal
enthusiasts in the late Joseon period. While seals had been used since
ancient times for verification and trust, during the mid-Ming dynasty,
stones as materials for seals gained new attention, and literati began to
make their own seals, establishing them as essential items in their study
rooms. Influenced by Ming and Qing seal cultures through personal and
material exchanges, late Joseon literati viewed seals not merely as tools
but as objects of artistic appreciation.

They were particularly interested in the aesthetic characteristics of seal
stones, such as color, luster, and decoration. Literati enjoyed spending
leisure time in their study rooms, appreciating seals as both objects of
enjoyment and elements of spatial decoration. Thus, the seal culture of
the late Joseon period was not limited to engraving characters or collecting
and publishing seal impressions but also included appreciation and spatial
decoration. This study focuses on the materiality of seals, which late Joseon
literati cherished, viewing seals as objects that composed the space and

as items that owners loved and appreciated. This approach holds significance

275



A=EI}AT 46

as it provides a more comprehensive understanding of the 'seal craze' in

the late Joseon cultural scene.

Key Words : Late Joseon Dynasty, Seal, scholarly accoutrements, Literati, Study room,

Appreciation
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