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Abstract

ACQUITITION AND USAGE OF PORCELAINS IN THE 16TH
CENTURY SADAEBU CLASS-BASED ON THE DIARY RECORDS
OF MiamiLcifBgai), MUKIAEILGI( 2SR E),
SWAEMIROK(H R )-

Yoon HyoJeonNG (YOoN, HYo JEONG)

This article examines the acquisition and use of porcelain by the Sadaebu
(£AX) society of the 16th century Joseon based on the records of the
"Miam Diary(B# B0 s, "Mukjae Diary(BZ5H0)s, and "Seomirok(B4E
#%)1, which are representative diary sources of early Joseon period.

A review of relevant records reveals that the Sadaebu society of 16th
century had different routes for acquiring porcelain depending on one's
social position in relation to government offices, and there were clear
differences in the size and quality of the porcelain acquired and used.

Yoo Hee-chun(#l#%&, 1513-1577) and Lee Moon-geon(ZE3HE,
1495-1567), who were the godfathers of government officials, received
substantial amounts of porcelain, including Backsagi(H{2§) which was
high-quality white porcelains, from central and local officials as gifts or
through the district office. On the other hand, Oh Hee-moon(R#%X,
1539-1613), who did not have a history of government service, borrowed

from government offices, acquaintances, or purchased from the market.
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In the 16th century, there were three main ways to acquire porcelain
in gentry society: gift, loan, and purchase. Since the gift of porcelain was
almost exclusively made through local connections and government
positions, the size, type, and quality of porcelain acquired and used varied
greatly even within the great families depending on the extent of their
social networks.

The main use of porcelain was for ancestral rites and wedding ceremonies
in Sadaebu society, but the difference was that porcelain for wedding
ceremonies was borrowed or purchased from the government or
acquaintances, while ceremonial porcelain for ancestral rites was purchased
rather than borrowed, or secured by deeds or ward offices. In particular,

Backsagi was used mainly for ancestral ceremonies.

Key Words : Mukjae'ilgi(BEE R E), Miamsilgi([BRBR), Seomirok(BHESR), Backsagi(B1)E,
high-quality white porcelain), Sangsagi(¥708, low-qualuty white porcelain), Vessels for

ancestral rites(58), porcelains for wedding(#EFH ), social network(##8)
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