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Abstract

THE CONSUMPTION TREND OF GORYEO DYNASTY
CERAMICS EXCAVATED IN YEOJU GODALSA TEMPLE

HaN HyesuN (HAN, HYE SUN)

The Yeoju Godalsa temple was built in the 9th century and received
protection of the royal court as a Buddhist cathedral managed by the
nation in Goryeo Dyansty. Through eight times of excavation investigation,
total sites of 28 buildings were confirmed, and numerous relics were
excavated.

Especially ceramics excavated in the Godalsa temple site are diverse
in types and qualities, so it is noticeable to find out procurement and
consumption aspects of ceramics used in temples during Goryeo Dynasty.
Regarding ceramics procured by major consumption places like large
temples between the 11th and 13th century, a small quantity were made
in Gangjin and Buan, which were the highest quality production areas,
but low-grade celadons and white porcelains accounted for a relatively
high proportion. A small quantity of Chinese ceramics, which were
recognized as substitutes of the highest quality ceramics or those made
in Goryeo, were added to the ceramics used in temples. These ceramics
were used not only for various rituals in temples but also for teas in Zen
meditation or offering to Buddha, as well as for other living items.

Meanwhile, storage of foods was an important issue in food life of
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Buddhist monks. In temples of the Zen sect where many Zen monks
lived, the area of Gowaon(EP7), which was a kitchen, was valued. Sites
of buildings that reflect this fact were confirmed in the results of excavation
investigation for the Godalsa temple site, where a number of large ceramic
jars used for storage of foods were excavated. Most of the large ceramic
jars have unstable shapes with narrow lower part and broad shoulders,
so parts and whole ceramics were buried in the ground to compensate
the shortcoming of the appearance and to enhance the efficiency of storage.

Especially, ceramics excavated in the Godalsa temple site reflect the
characteristics of the sites of buildings, and proves earthenware and ceramics

were in a complementary relationship in some degree.

Key Words : Goryeo, temple, Yeoju, Godalsa Temple, ceramic, consumption
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