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Abstract

THE LIFE AND ACTIVITIES OF YEONGJUN YEW: FROM NEW
WoMAN DOCTOR TO LEFTIST LEADER OF WOMEN'S
MOVEMENT

LEE HEEJAE (LEE, HEE JAE)

Yeongjun Yew(1889-1972) was a woman doctor and a socialist woman
activist during the Japanese colonial period and established herself as a
leftist leader after liberation. This paper studies the overall life and activities
of Yeongjun Yew and intends to restore her historical status.

She came from a low-class background, but she grew into an elite woman
through modern education and study-abroad. After returning to colonial
Joseon, she actively carried out multiple activities based on the knowledge,
experience, values, and connections gained through studying abroad. She
achieved a fame as a new woman doctor by taking care of women and
children. Moreover, she participated in Keun-Woo Association and the
movement to establish women’s medical college as a socialist woman activist.

Based on the reputation she has accumulated through medical activities
and social movements, she quickly emerged as a leftist leader of women’s
movement after liberation. She was officially recognized as a leader of the
female public, covering the left and right, and enthusiastically engaged
in political activities in solidarity with lefe-wing male politicians, including

Workers’ Party of South Korea. After defecting to North Korea in 1948,
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she served as an executive in the North Korean politics.

Yeongjun Yew was a woman who overcame numerous limitations
suppressed women with her own power and grew up to be a new woman
doctor and a left-wing politician leading the female public. Her life and
activities penetrate various aspects of Korean modern history, and thus

have historical significance.

Key Words : Yeongjun Yew, New woman, Woman doctor, Socialist women's movement,
Keun-Woo Association, Leftist, Founding Women’s Association, Korean Women Alliance,

North Korea, Woman politician
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