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Abstract

THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF WHITE PORCELAIN
WITH THE PEONY DESIGN IN THE LATE JOSEON DYNASTY

Cuor Kyuneawa (Cnor, KyunG Hwa)

In the late Joseon dynasty, the peony design, which had not been used
in the early and mid-Joseon Dynasty, started to be drawn white porcelain
painted with underglazed blue. This was directly connected to the emergence
of peony paintings in the art world during the 18th century. The most
commonly drawn design on white porcelain in the late Joseon Dynasty
was the stylized peony, which was primarily drawn in the spray pattern(J7£%)
rather than the scroll pattern (JE%). The origin of the peony spray motif
can trace back to the auspicious peony(¥i#tf1) depicted on the ancient
tomb murals of the Tang, Song, and Five Dynasties. This motif appeared
not only in Chinese paintings but also in porcelain of the Yuan, Ming,
and Qing periods, further making its way into Korean porcelain and paintings
through exchanges between Korea and China. However, in the eatly Joseon
period, it could not be used as a motif of white porcelain painted with
underglazed blue due to the influence of Confucianism, the national ideology
of Joseon, but the change in social perception towards the peony in the
late Joseon Dynasty eventually enabled it to appear on the surface of white
porcelain.

White porcelain bearing the peony design in the late Joseon period included
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peony blossoms drawn in the folk painting style on account of the
development of folk paintings after the 18th century. In addition, the change
in the social perception of peony elevated it to the level of the Four Gracious
Plants, leading it to be drawn on one surface alongside plum, orchid,
chrysanthemum, etc. The white porcelain peony design from the late Joseon
period maintained its strong presence in the modern era, continuing to
be used in Yanggu and Haeju white porcelains, which developed with
distinctive local characters, as well as the winning porcelain of the Joseon
Art Exhibition, which were regarded as works of art rather than containers

for everyday use.

Key Words : Late Joscon Dynasty, Stylized Peony design, Scroll pattern, Spray pattern,
Auspicious peony, Yanggu white porcelain, Haeju white porcelain, Winning porcelain of
the Joseon Art Exhibition
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