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Abstract

WOMEN'S RESPONSES TO LUXURY DISCOURSE IN COLONIAL
KOREA AND ITS MEANINGS

KwoN MiGYOUNG (KwoN, M1 GYOUNG)

In male-led discourse, women have often been accused of luxury
consumption. So did women in colonial Korea. Modern women in colonial
Korea were consistently blamed for luxury consumption and were morally
criticized in the luxury discourse. The purpose of this study is to examine
how women responded to this dominant discourse produced by males. After
reviewing the historical data from newspapers and magazines at the time,
it was concluded that women were not silent on the luxury discourse toward
them. The reasons for this are as follows. First, women also played an
active role in the nationalist anti-luxury consumption movement planned
and led by men. This was interpreted as an agreement to the dominant
discourse and a phenomenon showing women's participation in society and
increased power. Second, as a more direct response to the luxury discourse,
women appeared directly in the discourse to actively refute the criticism
and misunderstanding of the luxury consumption surrounding them. This
paper interpreted this as the possibility of women as active subjects who
could crack the governing ideology. Based on the above findings and
interpretations, it was possible to find the active role of women and the

possibility of subversion in the luxury discourse in colonial Korea.
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