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Abstract

FROM TRADITIONAL MARKET STREETS TO MODERN
GENERAL STORES : CHANGING ASPECTS OF EARLY
MODERN SHOPS IN KOREA, 1890-1910

LEE YuJunNG (LEE, YU JUNG)

This article considers the changing patterns of consumption and the
increasing use of foreign goods during the period from 1890 to 1910 in
Korea. After opening ports in Korea to Japan and Western countries at
the end of the late nineteenth century, people began to witness that Korean
market gradually changed from the form of traditional street market to
the one of modern stores, which were similar to the western style of general
stores. By the influx of foreign goods, Korean society underwent
transformation in terms that not only the external architectural form of
the market street, but also the items sold here. The rapid increase of foreign
goods led to the changes of consumption pattern and also reflected that
Korean society were moving toward the modern consumer society. This
article explores the ways in which the modern conception of stores appeared
in Korea at the late nineteenth century and the early twentieth century.
In the traditional market street in Chongno, Seoul, there were no such
things as signboards of the store or advertisements. However, the traditional

store began to transform itself to a modern store in the 1900s.
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