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Abstract

VALUE AND MEANING OF ULSAN CHEONJEON-RI GAKSEOK

JEON HOTAE (JEON, HO TAE)

Ulsan Cheonjeon-ri Gakseok Petroglyphs hold much value and meaning
in culture, art and religion. The single rock surface contains abundant records
ranging from the petroglyphs dating as far back to Neolithic Age to texts
from Unified Silla Period. The fine engravings of the historic period tell
distinctive narratives, visually showing specific events. The texts in Chinese
characters from the Three Kingdoms Period to the Unified Silla period
are valuable records that tell of historical events which of written records
do not remain.

The animals and humans depicted in stippling techniques and abstract
geometric images made with grinding technique each shows the aesthetics
and the techniques relevant to the corresponding period in prehistory.
Cheonjeon-ri Gakseok Petroglyphs serves as a valuable evidence that shows
when the ancient Korean artistic tradition of depicting subjects in distinctive,
simplified manners began. Various petroglyph images and line engravings
from the historic period also shows the range of artistic expression and
period-specific characteristics. Cheonjeon-ri Gakseok Petroglyphs that has
a wide range of techniques and subjects remain unique and rare in that
it is difficult to find similar examples in Korea or elsewhere.

Considering that petroglyphs result from the rock worship, Cheonjeon-ri
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Gakseok Petroglyphs also serve as a holy place where religious ceremonies
took place in prehistory. This also suggests that the rock itself was valued
as an object of worship. The numerous texts on the Cheonjeon-ri Gakseok
surface relates to such acts of rock worship. The many lines on top of

the texts should also be understood as the result of folk religion.

Key Words : Cheonjeon-ri Gakseok, petroglyphs, records, value, meaning
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