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Abstract

THE CHANGE OF CLIMATE AND STONE-TOOL ASSEMBLAGES
IN THE NEOLITHIC AGE

Y1 Kisune (Y1, Ki Sung)

Climate change has been regarded as an important mechanism in
explaining cultural transformations that took place during the Neolithic
Age. The broad understanding is that epoch-making events in the
chronological flow of Neolithic culture—e.g. the period of inactivity between
the end of the Paleolithic Era and the beginning of the Neolithic Age,
the time difference between the southeastern coast and the midwest region
regarding emergence of Neolithic culture, changes in the location of relics
since the mid-Neolithic Age and the spread of agriculture, and disintegration
of relics from the late Neolithic Age were related to climate change both
directly and indirectly. Among these cultural changes, the most
ground-breaking events were changes in the location of relics toward the
inland during the mid Neolithic Age, and acceptance and expansion of
agriculture. And the evidence of acceptance and expansion of agriculture
may be found in changes made in stoneware.

However, it is hard to find a direct relationship among climate change,
acceptance of agriculture, and stone tool assemblages. The acceptance of
agriculture may be an outcome of various strategies for adaptation since

the mid Neolithic Age; considering versatile nature of Neolithic Age stone
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tools, the emergence of chipped stone axe—seen as the single most important
evidence of agriculture—may not be seen as an absolute proof of agriculture.

Although the impact of climate change during the Neolithic Age on
the society and people’s economic livelihood cannot be overlooked, the

causal relationship between the two needs to be interpreted cautiously.

Key Words : Neolithic Age, climate change, stone tool assemblages, strategies for

adaptation, agriculture
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