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Abstract

History of Research on Paintings of Late Joseon Period:

Revisiting Genre Paintings and Danwon Kim Hongdo

Kim Soyeon (Kim, So Yeon)

This study focuses on the history of research on the paintings of the
late Joseon period, especially in the process which Korean art history was
established as a part of modern studies. It attempts to understand the
change in status and historical recognition of genre paintings, which was
magnified as the main genre of the paintings of late Joseon period, and
focuses on Kim Hongdo as a representative painter of the paintings of
the late Joseon period. The Japanese, who depicted Joseon art during the
Japanese colonial period syntactically did not pay attention to paintings
of late Joseon period; thus, Kim Hongdo’s position in the art history was
not very great. However, Kim Hongdo is regarded as a central painter
of art history of Joseon nowadays; genre painting, his forte, is being considered
as the essence of paintings in Joseon period.

Thus, this study meticulously investigates the change in recognition and
description of genre paintings of late Joseon period in research on paintings
of late Joseon period in modern times; especially, it focused on the cause
which brought the general opinion that as a representative painter of late
Joseon period, how Kim Hongdo is equated with genre painter. In the

process, various observations were made: investigations and collections for
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public exhibit of museums and art galleries were deeply connected to the
early research of Joseon art by the Japanese; literary magazines such as
TGaebyeoks and "Munjangs became the stage that raised the late Joseon
period and the pictorial art of that time, which was seen as a period that
had sunk due to Confucianism and party strife, as a new golden age that
promoted national culture. Also, during the formation of art history of
late Joseon period, the genre paintings of Kim Hongdo were rediscovered
as Joseon-like, realistic, modern, and sometimes revolutionary genre; at
the same time, however, as his paintings of Taoist hermit were understood
as Chinese, irrational, unrealistic, and a product of imagination, the text

on such paintings receded.

Key Words : Genre Painting, Kim Hongdo, The Album of Danwon’s Genre Painting,
History of Korean Painting, History of Painting in Late Joseon Period, Study on History

of Korean art in Modern Times
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